 English

Mrs. Maloney

Rhetorical Reader Response

The purpose of this assignment is to encourage the rhetorical reading and writing that will be required of you in college.  Rhetorical reading calls attention to the author’s intentions on readers and focuses on how texts work to change readers’ minds.  As you read, you’re not just learning about the world; rather, you’re learning about the author’s worldview demonstrated in the text.   Your job is to pay attention not only to what an author is claiming but how he or she is building that argument. Please realize that some of these readings may be outside your comfort range in reading level and/or subject matter. 
Reading

1.  Do a fast preview of the text for as much information as possible – length, complexity, original publication context, author, time required to read it thoroughly, etc.

2. Slowly and carefully read the essay, take marginal notes so you’ll remember your reactions (or use post-it notes).  Jot down any questions you have.

Writing

1.  Write a rhetorical précis identifying the rhetorical situation in your own words (with no words borrowed directly from the text) including all of the following in the first paragraph.
a.   author, title of the work, publication, date of publication and the author’s main assertion. (See “Verbs in Academic Discourse.)

b. a brief explanation of how the author develops and supports the thesis (i.e. evidence) usually in chronological order.

c. a statement of the author’s apparent purpose, followed by an “in order to” phrase. Authors write to persuade, to entertain, to inform, to narrate, to analyze, to describe or some combination of these.  Be specific in what the author is accomplishing with his or her purpose.
d.   intended audience and the author’s tone  (See “Tone Vocabulary List”)
2.  Note how the author builds his or her argument.  Elaborate on the devices and/or rhetorical strategies he or she uses.  How successful is the author in persuading the reader to his or her point of view? 
This paper is academic – be concise and analytical.  Choose words carefully, and revise sentences to include the most meaning.  Aim for one page in length, typed, double-spaced to be submitted to Turnitin.com .  

Verbs in Academic Discourse

	accentuates

accepts

achieves

adopts

advocates

affects

alleviates

allows

alludes

analyzes

approaches

agues

ascertains

asserts

assesses 

assumes

attacks

attempts

attributes

avoids

bases

believes

challenges

changes

characterizes

chooses

chronicles

claims

comments

compares

completes

concerns

concludes

condescends

conducts

conforms

confronts

considers

contends

contests


	defends

defines

defies

demonstrates

denigrates

depicts

describes

details

determines

develops

deviates

differentiates

differs 

directs disappoints 

discovers

discusses

displays 

disputes

disrupts

distinguishes

disputes

disrupts

distinguishes

distorts

downplays

dramatizes

elevates

elicits

empathizes

encounters

enriches

enumerates

envisions

evokes

excludes

expands

experiences

explains

expresses

extends


	extrapolates

fantasizes

focuses

forces

foreshadows

functions

generalizes 

guides

heightens

highlights hints

holds

honors

identifies

illustrates

imagines

impels

implies

includes

indicates

infers

inspires

intends

interprets

interrupts

inundates

justifies

lampoons

lists

maintains

makes

manages

manipulates

minimizes

moralizes

muses
	notes

observes

opposes

organizes

overstates

outlines

patronizes 

performs

permits

personifies

persuades

ponders

portrays

postulates

prepares

presents

presumes

produces 

projects

promotes

proposes

provides

qualifies

questions

rationalizes reasons

recalls

recites

recollects

records

recounts

reflects

refers 

regards

regrets

rejects

represents

results

reveals


	Ridicules

satirizes

seems

sees

selects 

serves

specifies

speculates

states

strives

suggests

summarizes

supplies

supports

suppresses

symbolizes

sympathizes

traces

understands

understates

uses

vacillates

values

verifies

views

wants 

wishes




adapted from Mrs. Kristie-Anne Opaleski-DiMeo

Tone Vocabulary List
1.  accusatory-charging of wrong doing
2. ambivalent-uncertain, unsure
3. amused-entertained, pleased
4. apathetic-indifferent due to lack of energy or concern
5. awed-solemn wonder
6. beguiling- alluring, seductive
7. bitter-exhibiting strong animosity as a result of pain or grief
8. calloused- hardened, insensitive
9. candid-without subtlety or evasion, forthright, direct
10. condescending-patronizing, superior
11. contemplative-brooding, thoughtful, pensive, pondering
12. cynical-questions the basic sincerity and goodness of people
13. critical-finding fault
14. choleric-hot-tempered, easily angered
15. contemptuous-showing or feeling that something is worthless or lacks respect
16. caustic-intense use of sarcasm; stinging, biting
17. conventional-lacking spontaneity, originality, and individuality
18. disdainful-scornful
19. didactic-author attempts to educate or instruct the reader
20. diplomatic-marked by tact in dealing with sensitive matters or people
21. derisive-ridiculing, mocking
22. earnest-intense, a sincere state of mind
23. eloquent- spoken clearly and effectively
24. erudite-learned, polished, scholarly
25. expectant- hopeful
26. fanciful-using the imagination
27. forthright-directly frank without hesitation
28. gloomy-darkness, sadness, rejection
29. haughty-proud and vain to the point of arrogance
30. idealistic-elevated in nature or style; of high moral or intellectual value
31. indifferent- uninterested, unconcerned
32. indignant-marked by anger aroused by injustice
33. intimate-very familiar
34. judgmental-authoritative and often having critical opinions
35. jovial-happy
36. lyrical-expressing a poet’s inner feelings; emotional; full of images; song-like
37. matter-of-fact--accepting of conditions; not fanciful or emotional
38. mocking-treating with contempt or ridicule
39. morose-gloomy, sullen, surly, despondent
40. malicious-purposely hurtful
41. objective-an unbiased view-able to leave personal judgments aside
42. optimistic-hopeful, cheerful
43. obsequious-polite and obedient in order to gain something
44. patronizing-air of condescension
45. pessimistic-seeing the worst side of things; no hope
46. quizzical-odd, eccentric, amusing
47. ribald-offensive in speech or gesture
48. reverent-treating a subject with honor and respect
49. ridiculing-slightly contemptuous banter; making fun of
50. reflective-illustrating innermost thoughts and emotions
51. sarcastic-sneering, caustic
52. sardonic-scornfully and bitterly sarcastic
53. satiric-ridiculing to show weakness in order to make a point, teach
54. sincere-without deceit or pretense; genuine
55. solemn-deeply earnest, tending toward sad reflection
56. sanguineous -optimistic, cheerful
57. whimsical-odd, strange, fantastic; fun
